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CHEVROLET V-8 ENGINES INTRODUCTION 
 

The Chevrolet V-8 engine was introduced to the motoring public in 
1955.  It quickly became a favorite of hot rodders and racers all over 
the country.  The Chevy V-8 has undergone many refinements and 

popular engine among performance enthusiasts. 
 
The Chevrolet V-8 was first introduced as a 265 cubic inch 
displacement (CID) engine in 1955.  This was the first in a long line 
of engines we now know as Small Block Chevys.  Chevrolet 

This was eventually increased to the now legendary 409 engine.  
The Big Block Chevy was introduced in 1965, beginning at 396 
CID.  Numerous modifications have been made over the years to the 
big block.  Table 1 indicates the years of production for the various 
sizes of Chevrolet V-8 engines. 

 
Cubic Inch Years of  Engine 
Displacement Production Type 

 
262 1975-1976 Small Block 

265 1955-1957 Small Block 
267 1979-1982 Small Block 
283 1957-1967 Small Block 
302 1967-1969 Small Block 
305 1976-Date Small Block 
307 1968-1973 Small Block 
327 1962-1969 Small Block 
348 1958-1961 W Series 
350 1967-Date Small Block 
366 1966-1979 Truck Big Block 
396 1965-1969 Big Block 
400 1970-1980 Small Block 
402 1970-1972 Big Block 
409 1961-1965 W Series 
427 1966-1969 Big Block 
427 1966-1979 Truck Big Block 
454 1970-Date Big Block 

                                 
                                    

 



 
 

CHEVROLET V-8 ENGINE IDENTIFICATION 
 

Identifying a Chevy V-8 engine is not simply a matter of checking 
the engine suffix code.  Chevrolet reused (perhaps recycled is a 
better word) engine suffix codes from one year to the next.  It is not 
uncommon to find an engine suffix code that represents a high horse 
power big block engine one year; and have the very same engine 
suffix code represent a low horse power small block engine the next 
year. 
 
The correct method for identifying an engine by the suffix code is a 
two part process.  Step one is to identify the model year (not 
necessarily the calendar year) of the engine.  This is done by 
locating and deciphering the engine casting date code.  The block 
casting number may also be of benefit in helping to determine the 
date range of a particular engine. 
 
Step two is to match the engine suffix code, and the date code, with 
the engine suffix codes listed in this book.  This will accurately 
identify the engine as to cubic inches, horse power rating, 
equipment, and vehicle application. 
 

appropriat
block castings than the automobile big block engines.  These blocks 
are not interchangeable.  The 366 / 427 truck blocks are 

Engine suffix codes listed for 366 and 427 engines, where the 
 

                            
                                        



CHEVY V-8 ENGINE PLANT STAMP FORMAT 
 

The Chevrolet engine plant stamp format has changed somewhat 
over the years, but it provides a wealth of information for those who 
know how to read it.  All 1955 and most 1956 Chevy V-8 engines 
used an engine plant stamp format like the following: 
 
0I04563F56FG which breaks down to: 
0I04563 = the sequence number of the engine 
F = the engine plant (Flint, Michigan) 
56 = model year of engine production 
G = engine suffix code 
 
Late in the 1956 model year, Chevrolet changed the format of the 
engine plant stamp.  The revised format for 1956 simply deleted the 
engine sequence number, so the form
The format was changed again for the 1957 model year.  The new 
format has been used on all Chevrolet V-8 engines through 1991.  
The new format is: 
 
T02I4IT  which breaks down to: 
T = the engine plant (Tonowanda, New York) 
02I4 = engine assembly date (Feb. 14th) 
IT = engine suffix code 
 
Notes: 
1.  Leading zeros for the engine assembly month were not used from 
1957 to mid January of 1960.  The actual date of change appears to 
be between Friday January 15, 1960 and Monday January 18, 1960. 
2.  The letter 'I' is used in place of the digit '1' in pad stamps, except 
for the VIN derivative stamp. 
 

                                     



 

CHEVY V-8 ENGINE ASSEMBLY DATE 
 

The engine assembly date is typically a three or four digit number, 
where the first one or two digits represent the month 

month (01 to 31).  It is important to note that the engine plants did 

This is sometimes confusing, since the assembly date and the suffix 
code run together.  As an example: a front pad s

the month of engine assembly. 
 
The Chevrolet engine plant designations are as follows: 
 
F = Flint, MI (1955-1966) 
V = Flint, MI (1967 and up) 
T = Tonowanda, NY 
K = St Catherine, Ontario, Canada 
S = Saginaw, MI 
M = Mexico 
 
                                                  



 
 

-8 ENGINE CODE 
 

Many Chevrolet V-
on the fron
digits.  The stamping on the front pad does not follow the usual 
pattern of the engine plant, followed by the engine assembly date, 
followed by the engine suffix code. 
 

replace bad engines under warranty, as well as being sold to 
customers over the parts counte
were manufactured during the 1960s and 1970s. 
 

engine.  Chevrolet stamped the majoring of their replacement 
 

                                                  



 
 

ORIGINAL ENGINE DETERMINATION 
 
 

It is often possible to determine exactly what vehicle an engine 
came out of.  Chevrolet began stamping a derivative of the Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN) on Corvette engines part way through 
the 1960 model year.  The other Chevrolet assembly plants adopted 
this practice through the 1960s, so that by 1969 most Chevrolet 
engines had a VIN derivative stamped on them.  The VIN derivative 
was stamped on the engine front pad in most cases; however, 
exceptions do exist.  One notable exception is early 1969 Z/28 302 
engines, which had the VIN derivative stamped on the side of the 
block, near the oil filter boss. 
 
The VIN derivative is usually stamped with 1/8 inch tall characters.  
The engine suffix code, on the other hand, is usually stamped with 
3/16 inch tall characters.  The engine suffix code is stamped on the 
engine at the engine plant, before the engine is shipped to the 
vehicle assembly plant.  The VIN derivative is stamped at the 
vehicle assembly plant, at the time of vehicle manufacture. 
 
                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGINE CODE CARBURETOR DESIGNATION 
 

The format of a Chevy V-8 engine code is 1, 2, or 3 alphanumeric 
characters, usually located at the end of the assembly date.  
Chevrolet used 1 or 2 characters for suffix codes from 1955 through 
1969.  Engine codes from 1970 and up use 3 characters.  However, 
exceptions to these rules do exist. 
 
Many Chevy small and big block engines manufactured around 
1966 had a three character engine suffix code, where the last 
char

appears to be true only for certain engines equipped with four barrel 
carburetors. 
 
So, as an example, an engine with the following information: 
 
Casting Date  B2766 
Engine Code  IVR 
 
would be a 1966 (determined from the casting date) 396 engine, 
rated at 325 hp, equipped with a Turbo-Hydramatic transmission, 

portion of the engine code). 
 
                                                   

 



 
ABBREVIATIONS 

Equipment 
2B  2 Barrel Carb 2x4B  2 x 4 Barrel Carbs 
3S  3 Speed Transmission 3x2B  3 x 2 Barrel Carbs 
4B  4 Barrel Carb 4S  4 Speed Transmission 
5S  5 Speed Transmission AC  Air Conditioning 
AH  Aluminum Heads AIR  Air Injection Reactor 

AOHB  Air Over Hydraulic Brakes AS  Air Suspension 

AT  Automatic Trans CAI  Cold Air Induction 

CE  California Emission DE  Dual Exhaust 
EAC  Electronic AC EM  Emissions 

EX  Export FI  Fuel Injection 

FWD  Front Wheel Drive HA  High Altitude 

HD  Heavy Duty HDC  Heavy Duty Clutch 

HLC  High Lift Camshaft IB  Inboard 

ID  Industrial IO  Inboard / Outboard 

JD  Jet Drive L88  RPO L88 

LC  Low Compression LP  LP Gas 

MT  Manual Transmission OC  Oil Cooler 
OD  Over Drive Trans PG  Power Glide Transmission 

PO  Police PS  Power Steering 

SE  Single Exhaust SS  Super Sport 
SV  Service Engine TBI  Throttle Body Injection 

TG  Turbo Glide Trans TH  Turbo Hydramatic Trans 

TH350  Turbo 350 Trans TH400  Turbo 400 Trans 

TI  Transistor Ignition TPI  Tuned Port Injection 

TX  Taxi Z11  RPO Z11 

Z28  RPO Z28 ZL1  RPO ZL1 

ZR1  RPO ZR1  

  
  
  
  
  

 
Automobiles 

BU  Buick CA  Camaro 
CD  Cadillac CH  Chevelle 
CO  Corvette EC  El Camino 
FB  Firebird GM  GMC Truck / Sprint 
GP  Grand Prix MA  Malibu 
MC  Monte Carlo MO  Monza 
MR  Marine NO - Nova 
OL  Oldsmobile OTC  Over The Counter 
PA  Passenger Car PN  Pontiac 
TR  Truck SW  Station Wagon 

 



 
 
 

 

 









 

 





 

 



























 

























 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

































































































































































 











 


